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Dear Reader, 

 

Welcome to an early edition of my crime novel, [TITLE to be revealed]. I am so excited to share my 

story with you and can’t wait to hear your thoughts on it! I have been writing for more years than I 

can remember, trying my hand at many different genres and styles, and I have now found the perfect 

way for me to mesh my passion for writing with the dark, psychological horror that dwells in us all. 

At least, I hope I have – that is where you, dear reader, come in. 

Please read the entirety of this document before proceeding to the main content of my book. 

 

OVERVIEW OF NOVEL 

 

Word count: 102’000 words 

Manuscript Page count: 290 pages 

Rough Synopsis: December, 1988.   

 

When the body of a teenager is found in the graveyard of Holy Trinity Church, their suicide sends a 

shockwave through the small town of Ossett. WDC’s Louise Miller and Elizabeth Hines are tasked 

with closing the case as quietly as possible.  

 

As the town becomes divided by those who believe strongly in the sin of suicide and mortal 

temptation, Louise and Beth quickly learn there is more to this than a ‘simple’ suicide. With the help 

of psychologist Karla Hayes, the three try to ease the town’s fears before it escalates, perhaps 

triggering yet another tragic event. 

 

The case brings back haunting memories for Louise that could jeopardise her new relationship with 

Karla, as well as her friendship with Beth, and as Christmas looms, Louise learns she has a new 

admirer. 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR BETA READERS 

 

Attached to this document you’ll find the copyright for this book. Please do not distribute or share the 

contents of this book without explicit written approval, as this is my intellectual property. 

The following content is revised draft material and has not been edited for grammar, prose, or 

character development. Therefore, remarks on fine-tuning craft elements or grammar will most likely 

be irrelevant until after the draft has gone through revision, so please do not leave any comments 

pointing out grammar or syntax inconsistencies. The editor will address these issues later. 

The kind of feedback that will be most helpful at this point is marking anything that isn’t explained 

well, confuses you, or something that you think is really cool/well done (so I know to try and not 

scrap it during revisions). Think big picture stuff.  

When you finish reading the entire book, please take a few moments to thoughtfully answer the 

following questions, typing where indicated: 



 

At what point did you think, “Okay, now the story has started!” 

Answer here 

At what points did you put down the book for an extended period of time? 

Answer here 

Did you ever want to quit reading? Why? 

Answer here 

What confused you? 

Answer here 

What annoyed you? 

Answer here 

Did you find any inconsistencies in this book? This could be in the timeline, concrete 

details, character growth or portrayal, theme development, etc. 

Answer here 

If you had to choose, which secondary character would you give more screen time on the 

page? 

Answer here 

What scene do you remember the most? 

Answer here 

When did your emotions hurt the most? 

Answer here 

Which of your predictions came true? 

Answer here 

What was the most suspenseful moment? 

Answer here 

Did you learn anything about yourself through the process of reading this book? 

Answer here 

Was there a scene that you personally identified with the most? 



Answer here 

Why did you keep reading? 

Answer here 

What was your immediate thought upon finishing? 

Answer here 

What new thing that you learned surprised you the most? 

Answer here 

If you had to choose three adjectives to describe this book, what would they be? 

Answer here 

Which books did this manuscript remind you of and why? 

Answer here 

Were there enough descriptions to the scenes? Did you “see” the scenes clearly? 

Answer here 

If you could cut one scene, which one would it be and why? 

Answer here 

Would you read another book in this series? 

Answer here 

Why? 

Answer here 

 

DEADLINE 

Please send me your revision comments and notes no later than 5PM GMT on September 12th, 2021. 

All completed revision submissions will receive my undying thanks as well as a mention in the book’s 

author note and probably as part of my blog series over at www.jonathanpeace.net. Only those readers 

who complete the questionnaire in full and on time will be mentioned. If you don’t want your name 

in the book or blog please let me know. 

What If You Don’t Finish Reading the Book? If you’re unable to finish reading this book due to 

time or lack of interest, that’s OK! I just ask that you shoot me an email (listed at the end of this note) 

and let me know that you won’t be finishing the book by my given deadline. Also, I’d really 

appreciate it if you included a short explanation for why you were unable to finish it. If my book is 

too boring to hold your attention, that would be really valuable feedback! 

http://www.jonathanpeace.net/


I would like to thank you once again for taking the time to read and comment on my book, 

contributing to the growth of my writing which will in turn benefit readers across the world when the 

novel is released. 

Thank you! 

 

JONATHAN PEACE 

jonathanlpeace@gmail.com 


